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decided to cross the Xarbada^and try his luck there. This
resolve was further strengthened by the fact that Rani
Rajasbai, Chandrasen Jadav and Mubariz Khan, Xazim of
Haiderabad had eagerly implored his aid, promising him
their whole-hearted co-operation to oust the agents of the
Sayyid brothers from the Deccan. Mubariz Khan, being dis-
satisfied with the methods and policy of 4Alam CA1I Khan,
the deputy of the Amiru'l-Umara, sent one of his confidants,
Muhaminad 'All, to Malwa to persuade Nizamu'1-Mulk to
march on the Deccan.1

Muhammad Qasim Aurangabadi, the author of Ahwaltil
Khwaqln, a contemporary writer, relates that while con-
sulting his most trusted officer, Muhammad Ghiyas Khan,
about his future course of action, Xizamu'l-Mulk made the
following observation characteristic of him:

Still, I am in perplexity; that I have done no wrong is
plain, nor need I feel ashamed. I have lived respected from
the days of the late Emperor 'Alaingir until now, and for
the few more days that may be vouchsafed rne, I trust I
may be saved from dishonour. Why do these upstarts try
to harm me merely because they are puffed up by their
sudden elevation? Such an attitude is becoming in an
Emperor; if others gain a little rise in life, why need they
lose their heads. Thanks to God on High, who is there that
shall not himself receive what he has done to others ? But it
is not for me to begin. If in spite of my quiescence they
attack me, there is no help for it. After all I am human.
What man is there holding my high station wrho would
not defend his honour? Victory lies hidden from us, it
is the gift of the Most High, and is not gained by the great-
ness of a host. I swear by the God that made me that they
may bring all Hindustan against me, and I will still resist
undaunted. If longer life has been decreed me, no harm
will anive; if the hour of departure is at hand, nothing
can avail me.2

In spite of heavy rains, Nizamu'1-Mulk resolved to cross

1Futukdt-i'AsSfi by Muhammad Ashan Ijad (Asafia Pers. MS. No. 1133).
8 Irvine, vol. II, p. 21.